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| Ir has ever been the fate of original genius 


to give birth to clumſy imitation ; that you 


have not been exempted from the general lot, 


— 
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CD —— 
will be readily admitted: whether the preſent 
attempt to introduce the pleaſant offspring of 
your fancy, Mr, S. B-n—r—d, into a new 
ſphere of action, will be only an additional 
proof to thoſe we have already witneſſed of the 
impoſſibility of copying, with any tolerable 
degree of ſucceſs, your truly humourous and 


entertaining Work, mult be left to its readers 


to determine. 


It is ſaid that Mr. Addiſon, to reſcue his 
inimitable Sir Roger de Coverley from incapable 
hands, put a period to his ſuppoſed exiſtence z 
had you felt the ſame ſenſibility with regard to 
your Hero, you would long ſince have con- 
ſigned him to the grave. Vou have left him, 


there- 
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4 therefore, to the mercy of your imitators; and 
f may preſume to offer you theſe Letters as an 
* humble tribute of my fincere admiration, with- 
1 out the riſque of incurring your diſpleaſure, 
e 

| am, Sir, 
e 
13 Your very humble ſervant, 
'S 


and admirer, 


nE AUTHOR. 
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New Parliamentary Regiſter. 


— 


MR, B=—=N—R—D TO LADY B—NXN=—R—D, 


AT — HALL, NORTH. 


Mr. B-u-r-d"'s Reflections on being elected tt for 


the Borough of Gotham—arrives in London—goes ts 
Cot at St, Fonnn"s, 


8 INC E the borough of Gotham has kindly thought 
fit, 
That in Parliament I as their Member ſhould fit, 
By every week's poſt without fail you ſhall know, 
Dear Mother, how matters at Weſtminſter go. 
My 
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My opponent, Sir Jacob, I'm ſorry to learn, 

Is reſoly*d to petition againſt the return; 

For though, I've no doubt, when the queſtion is tried, 
Which way a Committee, on oath, will decide; 
Theſe Committees, on oath, I have heard people ſay, 
Have decided, ſometimes, in a very odd way. 10 
My neighbours, of Gotham, indeed, were ſo good 
And ſo kind as to ſay, if the conteſt I ſtood, 

That the whole corporation was ready and willing 
To ſeat me without the expence of a ſhilling ; 

Now the canvaſs, the poll, and the ball, and the feaſt, 
Already have coſt me four thouſand at leaſt ; 

And, at laſt, this vexatious petition is come, 

Which will add t'other thouſand, perhaps, tothe ſum. 
But this, and much more, my Dear Mother, I ſwear, 
For the good of my country I'd cheerfully bear; 20 
And there's great ſatis faction, deny it who can, 


In the honour of being a Parliament man, 


How 
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How conſcious we feel of our ſtation and rank, 


When an humble acquaintance juſt begs for a frank; 
Then we ſeribble the date, and the place whence it 
came, 
With a free in the corner, and daſh thro? the name. 
How we ſtorm if ſome inſolent fellow in trade 
Shews too much impatience about being paid 1 
For a man, when he once into Parliament gets, 
Is exempted, you know, from diſcharging his debts; 
In the country it gives us a wonderful grace, 31 
When we meet at aſſizes, or go to a race; 
What pleaſure, attention from all to command, 
Buy enlarging on topics we don't underſtand ! 
And, our neighbours, as oracles, almoſt adore us, 
When we hint at the bus'neſs depending before us, 
Temptations, like theſe, very few can withſtand, 


So we leſſen our incomes, and mortgage our land, 


To 
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To become that exalted, that dignified thing, 

Five hundred and fifty- eighth part of a King. 40 
A well furniſh'd lodging, convenient and neat, 

By the month I have taken in Parliament-ſtreet, 
Which is handy enough to ſlip out now and then, 
Juſt to ſwallow a morſel, and ſtep back again ; 
For, if long the debate, it muſt hurt the digeſtion, 
To wait for one's dinner till after the queſtion, 
And *tis, ſomewhere or other, laid down as a rule, 
That the judgment is beſt when the ſtomach is full, 
T have both at the Levee and Drawing-room been, 


My duty to pay to the K— and the Q= ; 90 


He's the beſt of all Sov'reigns without any doubt, 


And moſt graciouſly aſk*d if I often walt'd out, 
Which flatter'd me much, though I own I was vext, 
That he aſk'd the ſame queſtion from one who ſtood 


next, 


For 
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For they ſay, he poſſeſſes beyond other K—ngs, 


The gift of converſing on all forts of things, 

And is not one of thoſe whoſe diſcourſes are ſuch, 

That they ſay very little, yet talk very much ; 

How I tremble to think that ſo precious a life 

Should have run any riſque from a mad woman's 
knife! 60 

Indeed, had not heaven averted the blow, 


What we all might have loſt 


very few of us know. 
Then his aimable conſort! a Qn, I'll be ſworn, 
As prudent and pious as ever was born, 

Nor ſlander againſt her dares open her lips, 

Not the diamonds ſhe wears can her virtues eclipſe ; 
She bears ſuch implacable hatred to vice, 

That in points of decorum ſome think her too nice, 
And to female miſconduct has never been lenient, 
Except where good reaſons have made it convenient. 70 


I Tell 


1 
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Tell Prudence, by way of diſpelling the vapours, 

If ſhe ſkims now and then the debates in the papers, 

In the liſt of the ſpeakers, ſhe one day or other 

May, perhaps, be ſurpriz'd with the name of her 
brother ; 

For, although I'm no orator, {till they ſhall ſind, 

If I pleaſe, I can give them a piece of my mind, 

And of upright intentions, this notable pledge, 

Where the publics's in queſtion, a ſtake in the hedge. 

For, I'm told, in the Houſe, a good landed eſtate 

Gives a Member's opinion additional weight; 80 

And the names of more ſpeakers than one I cou'd 
mention, 

Whoſe rent rolls are all that procure them atten- 
tion. 

On Thurſday, the day we're appointed to meet, 


You ſhall have an account of my taking my ſeat. 
When 
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When I'll juſt let you know how the ſeſſion begun, 
And, till then, I remain your moſt dutiful ſon. 


Parliament Strect, 


 —_ 
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LETTER II. 


MR. SIMKIN B—N=—R—D TO LADY B—X—R—D, 


AT ——— HALL, NORTH. 


10 | 

4 iff Account of the meeting of P tim Km"s Speech. — | 
9 Mr. B.-urr- d takes his Scat. — His Obſervations upon 4 
1 J | 
\t : | 

"8 the Increaſe of the Peerage, c. | 
W111 " u, 
0 AF 
| EAR Mother, what words can expreſs the delight f 

0 Which an Engliſhman feels at ſo noble a fight 4 
| ; 
ll As a Monarch, whoſe virtues the nation reveres, 4 
0 $ 

[| j In Parliament meeting his Commons and Peers ? 

Vi This fight, ſo ſuperb, ſo ſublime in its way, 1 
Il We'd the pleaſure of ſeeing in London, to-day. 3 

Vito = 
11 | | 
0 Our ſtreet the whole morning was hubbub and noiſe, 

Ii 1 
it | « Y 

l Full of coaches, and ladies, and blackguards, and nt 

Bit | 7.2 
Wh 0Y 
i boys, | # 
| ; an 8 
il j 
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0 
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All running and crowding to get a good place, 

Where at eaſe they might ſtare in their Sovereign's 
face. | 10 

No hero of Rome, or of Greece, I'll be ſworn, 

When in victory chariot triumphantly borne, 

Ever look'd (while the cannon proclaim'd his ap- 
proach) 

So auguſt as King George in his gingerbread coach, 

What immenſe ſatis faction to loyal beholders, 

To ſee his white wig flowing down his ſhoulders ! 


With an air, how majeſtic, he mounted the throne, 


To pronounce an oration, that was not his own! 
For it ſeems, *twould be held of all order a breach, 
If he had the leaſt ſhare in compoſing his ſpeech ; 20 


Which ſingular fact, you'll obſerve, will explain 


The immenſe contradictions thoſe ſpeeches contain, 
For his Majeſty never, as far as I find, 
Was accus'd of too eaſily changing his mind; 
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And we know that he rather would riſk his domi- 
nions, 


Than meanly relinquiſh his royal opinions. 


Nor, indeed, is it fit that a Sovereign's plans 


Should be rul'd by events, like an ord*nary man's: 
Then the Biſhops lawn fleeves, and the Lords of the 
land, | 29 
All array'd in their robes, look'd exceedingly grand; 
And the Commons, who ſtood at the bar with their 
mace, 
And the Speaker's black gown, cover'd over with lace, 
And the ladies, who, dreſs'd in large hoops, are allow'd 
To give grace to the whole, by increaſing the crowd. 
But my joy, deareſt Mother, was never complete, 
Till the fortunate moment of taking my ſeat, 
When I walk'd up the Houſe, with a dignified air, 
Reſpectfully bowing three times to the chair; 
On 


In 
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On my left walk'd young Sapſkull, our new choſen 
Knight, | 

And my neighbour, Sir Gregory Gooſe, on my right ; 

Sir Greg. 1s a briſk little man, and, I hear, 41 

Much ſurpriz'd at not being created a Peer, 

But of late they have made ſuch a number, dear Mo- 
ther, 

That the Houſe had not room, I ſuppoſe, for another. 

This is right, for if Peers are of uſe in the State, 

The more it muſt proſper, the more they create. 

The people in France muſt have ſurely been mad, 

Who ſo precious a ſtock of nobility had, 

To aboliſh them all by a ſavage decree, 

Nor leave themſelves even a ſingle Marui 50 

What brutes on the heads of their betters to trample ! 

While we, to avoid the pernicious example 

Their courſe and unmannerly conduct affords, 

Scem almoſt to be growing a nation of Lords, 
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Now your Lord is a ſpecies of pillar, I find, 

Whoſe * Corinthian capital graces mankind ; 

(As appears by a very ſublime publication, 

With which a great genius has favor'd the nation) 

So their order, if ſtripp'd of the titles it boaſts, 

Muſt remain, I'm afraid, little better than poſts. 60 

Hence mark with what judgment the Miniſter labours 

To improve by the faults of our wrong-headed neigh- 
bours. | 

The nobles of Gallia, thro* Europe, we know, 

Were ſo highly reſpected a few years ago, 

That ſcarce a French barber we happen'd to ſee, 

But we courteouſly call'd him Monſicur le Mar- quis, 

That badge of diſtinction their folly has loſt, 

And fince they no longer this title can boaſt, 

Leſt a race ſo illuſtrious ſhould quite diſappear, 


It was right to encourage the breed of em here. 70 


* Vide Mr. Burke's Letter. 


And 
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And, indeed, if ſuch perſons they often promote, 
As they have in ſome inſtances, needleſs to quote, 
The Marquis of our home manufacture may chance 
To rival their great predeceſſors in France, 
Then the Clerk at the table preſented the book, 
And the oaths of allegiance, and ſo forth, I took, 
And I ſwore I poſleſs'd, from incumbrances clear, 
And beyond all repriſals, three hundred a year, 
An oath Icould take without having occaſion, 
As ſome have Pm told, to the help of evaſion, 80 
Who their incomes with ſuch expedition devour, 
Three hundred a year does not laſt them an hour, 
This bus'neſs concluded, with affable air, 
The Speaker was pleas*d, as I Walk'd by the chair, 
Where in ſtate he was ſeated, and look'd very grand, 
Moiſt kindly to give me a ſqueeze by the hand, 

| * Said, it gave him great pleaſure to ſee one elected, 
Whoſe name in that houſe was ſo highly reſpected. 


| | | Since 
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Since he'd had the honour of filling the chair, 

He had known more than one of our family there; go 

And obſerv'd, when they took any part in debate, 

That the B=n—r—ds always had infinite weight.— 

Now Order being call'd, with inquiſitive faces, 

All the Members to liſten, ſat down in their places, 

When the Speaker inform'd them, in audible tone, 

He a copy had got of what came from the throne, 

And reſpectful attention from all did beſeech, 

While he read them (twice over*) his Majeſty's 
Speech. 

Then a Member got up, in immenſe agitation, 


To make, as they told me, his maiden oration ; 100 


* This, among many others, may ſerve as a proof that the cor- 
reſpondence of Mr. B- n r- cannot relate to modern times, the 
cuſtom of reading the K—g's Speech twice over having been laid 
aſide, in order not to fatigue the attention of our juvenile Stateſmen 


and Senators by a dull, formal, and unneceſſary repetition. . 


But 


ut 
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But his terror was ſuch, and his voice was ſo weak, 

That I ſcarcely could hear the young gentleman ſpeak; 

When he faulter'd and ſtopp'd, to diminiſh his fear, 

And to keep up his ſpirits, the Member's cry'd, 
Hear! 

Yet to cheer him I thought it a very odd way 

To cry, Hear! when he ſeem'd to have nothing to ſay, 

But at laſt he got on, ſaying many fine things 

Of the beſt, and the wiſeſt, and greateſt of K—ngs ; 

When he thought to his virtues how much we all 
ow*d, 

His boſom with gratitude quite overflow'd, 110 

Which loyal ſenſations he meant to expreſs 


By preſuming to offer an humble addreſs, 


Next roſe one, to ſecond the motion, he ſaid, 


Which his friend had with ſo much ability made, 
But *tis late, my Dear Mother, ſo now I had better 
Prepare for my dinner, and finiſh my letter, 


Give 


LET. 
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Parliament Street, 
Thu rc day. 


Nor make my good friends at the Cocoa-tree wait, 


Give breath to my muſe, and adjourn the debate, 


— 
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LETTER III. 
FROM MR, B—N—R—D TO LADY B—N=—R—D, 


Mr. B-n-r-d"s Opinions upon the Sp-n:ſþ 


C-uu-t-u. 


DE AR Mother, I heard in our Houſe t'other day, 
With prodigious delight, a great Admiral ſay, 


| Who had lately been failing about with the fleet, 


That he never ſaw any one half ſo complete; 


He ſaw Captains, he ſaid (what a wonderful fight!) 


Who were drilling raw ſailors from morning till night ; 


He ſaw mates, ay, and midſhipmen too, now and then, 
Clap on trowſers, and work with the reſt of the men: 


Like heroes the troops and marines did behave, 


All obeying the orders their officers gave ; 10 
Nay 
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Nay, the Admirals, even in ſome of their trips, 

Had the merit of ſleeping on board their own ſhips ; 

And the Chaplains, I'Il warrant, to edify ſinners, 

Were as conſtant at prayers, as they were at their din- 
ners. 

All were happy, no doubt, that theſe Lords of the deep, 

Had earn'd ſo much glory exceedingly cheap; 

But from ſomething the Miniſter hinted, I fear, 

That the nation will carn it exceedingly dear. 

Thus, it ſeems, that the Dons would have had a good 
dreſſing, 

Yet, whatever we pay for it, peace is a bleſſing. 20 

They may ſay what they pleaſe, for my part, I pro- 
teſt, | 

I believe that our Miniſter did for his beſt, 

And am ſorry to ſee certain people are glad, 

That the beſt he could do has turn'd out to be bad. 

A tale 
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A tale this convention recalls to my mind, 
Which, though not very nice, to the purpoſe you'li 
find, 
Two clowns, who were trudging to market one day 
To diſpoſe of a cow, made a halt on the way, 
When the animal happen'd, as grazing around, 
To drop what we need not here name on the ground ; 
N "Quoth Hodge to his partner, I'll hold you my ſhare 
Of the cow, you don't cat up what fell from her there, 
Cries the other, a bet! and without more ado, 
As though *twere a cuſtard, falls heartily to. 
Half the delicate meſs he had manag'd to ſwallow, 
When his ſtomach objected to what was to follow, 
So, diſguiſing his qualms, friend, ſaid he, you'll allow 
- You're in danger of loſing your ſhare of the cow, 
But I'm loth by your loſſes to reckon my gains, 
so the bet ſhall be void, if you eat what remains. 40 


©*þ | Un- 
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Unwilling to forfeit his half of the beaſt, 


Hodge ſet himſelf down, and concluded the feaſt. 

Quoth he, now we're quits, yet I needs muſt declare, 

Had we had but the wit to remain as we were, 

We might each have been well, neither loſer nor win- 
ner, 

Nor have had to digeſt this unſavoury dinner. 

Much like this ſeems the caſe between England and 
Spain, 

Who as wiſe as they were, like theſe boobies, remain; 


We agree to draw ſtakes, and our fleets to recall, 


laving riſk'd a great deal to get nothing at all, 


And the tale and the treaty both end in a way, 


Tis the entrails that ſuffer, the people that pay. 
Many thought e'er we voted our congratulation, 
We ſhould learn what had paſſed in the negociation, 


And a right to ſome ſort of inquiry pretended, 


Since three or four millions, forſooth, were expended. 


+ 
* 
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To this a good anſwer was eaſily made, 

That if debts were incurr'd, they muſt ſurely be paid; 
T confeſs, my dear Mother, till now I had thought, 
And, indeed, from my cradie had ever been taught, 
*T was the office of perſons in my ſituation, 

To keep a ſtrict eve on the purſe of the nation. 

Our anceſtors this, from old records, we know did, 
But the doctrine of late has, it icems, been exploded ; 
The ſurly, illiberal, oLD FAs#10N'D FELLOWS 
Were of Miniſters all, fo confoundedly jratove, 
That they held it a maxim, without knowing why, 


'Twas a breach of their duty to vote a lupply. 


How their ſons are improv'd, what a difference wide 


Between thoſe who ſuſpected, and theſe who cox FIDE 
Hence obſerve how our army and navy increaſe, 
While we all are enjoying the comforts of peace! 
How amaz'd and delighted are neighbouring nations, 


At the noble extent of our fortifications ! 
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Sure ſo ſine a diſplay of our national forces, 


Is a proof to the would of our mighty reſources, 
And grumblers may murmur as much as they pleaſe, 
Who is there, that knows our condition, but ſees 
That far other than this would indeed be the caſe, 
Had not coNFIDENCE crept into JEALOUSY's place? 
Six hours, by the clock, we diſcuſs'd the convention, 
A long time, I found, to keep up my attention, 

And although on the whole, I muſt own, I was tir'd, 
One orator highly, indeed, I admir'd. 

In a manner at once, both emphatic and meek, 

Mr. AL.dERMAN TIMBER=-TOE riſes to ſpeak, 

Due time he beſtows on compoſing his face, 

Then he looks round the Houle with ineffable grace, 
While his eye to the mind of each hearer conyeys 
The prodigious importance of all that he ſays. 


What the treaty ſecur'd, to the Houſe he details, 


In the trading for cat-ſkins, and fiſhing for whales, 


And 
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And he dropp'd a dark hint of ſome profits remain- 
| ing, 

which policy ty'd up his tongue from explaining. 

| A merchant knows moſt of ſuch matters, no doubt, 
Let to plain underſtandings, tis hard to make out, 

N That the commerce of Britain muſt flouriſh much 
more 

By our trading in ſeas where we traded before. 

1 have heard this good magiſtrate's enemies mention, 
As a blot in his 'ſcuteheon, the holding a penſion; 
But when lately the conteſt for London he ſtood, 

He came handſomely forth, as a candidate ſhou'd, 
And by publiſhing fairly in print the ee 

He gave the whole city complete ſatisfaction, 

For he prov'd that long ſince, a moſt ſingular caſe, 
He was promis'd a penſion, for taking a place. 

To amuſe you, dear Mother, I ſend you a ſonnet, 

4 Let me know, when you write, your opinion upon it; 
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This metre, which Milton, that wonderful bard, 
Was ſo fond of, to me ſeems confoundedly hard ; 
Nor will 1, though dealing in verſes, try any 
Where the rhymes are ſo few, and the lines are fo 
many. 
Good judges, I'm told of ſuch matters comment it, 
Though I needs muſt confeſs that I don't compre - 
hend it, 
And although with this ſonnet my letter concludes, 
I'm a ftranger to what, or to whom it alludes, 
8 — P—X—R—D. 
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SONNET. 


3 JENKY, whoſe counſels long have held the ear 


Of the wiſe Prince who fills our Britiſh throne, 


And haſt thereby, to all men's marvel, grown 


From a plain ſcribe to be a mighty peer; 


Scek not to move in more exalted ſphere, 
Leſt thy true value be too juſtly known; 


But be thy wiſdom in forbearance fltewn ; 


And where thou art, arreſt thy proud career; 


| The worm which might ſecurely crawl on earth, 
Chang'd to a fly, with pride expands his wings, 
To meet deſtruction in the taper's flame, 
And the baſe upſtart, void of real worth, 
Hatch'd into greatneſs by the ſmile of Kings, 


May prove this reptile's fate aud his the ſame, 
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